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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord of our lives, whose commands
we cherish and in whose service we find
joy, thank You for the gift of this day.
Inspire our lawmakers to fill the wait-
ing hours with labor that will open
doors of new possibilities for our Na-
tion and world. Lord, stir their hearts
to seize today’s opportunities to do
Your will on Earth, repairing yester-
day’s wrongs and grasping tomorrow’s
promises. Enlighten their hearts with
the knowledge of Your love, as they
strive to make this world a better
place. Use them to provide cheer to sad
hearts, faith to doubting hearts, and
courage to fearful hearts.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PAUL). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION AND
APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, it
was heartening to see so many Demo-
crats joining us yesterday in advancing
a good Defense authorization bill by a
very large bipartisan margin. It now
puts the Senate on the path to bring

Senate

the bill to final passage tomorrow.
Once that happens, the Senate will
have taken a significant step by doing
right for the men and women who risk
everything to protect us. It is certainly
good news, but it is not the end of the
story either, because while the Defense
authorization bill makes promises to
our troops, it is the Defense appropria-
tions bill that actually fulfills those
promises.

That is the bill we will consider next.
I would expect everyone who votes for
the Defense authorization bill would
also want to support moving to Defense
appropriations because I am sure every
Democratic colleague who just voted to
make promises to our troops will want
to help us actually fulfill those prom-
ises by voting for the Defense appro-
priations bill as well.

They might look to the example
Democrats just set in the House of
Representatives last week. House
Democrats appear to understand just
how cynical it would have been to
make promises and then not fund
them, which is why we saw dozens join
Republicans to pass Defense appropria-
tions. House Democrats must have
known their constituents wouldn’t fall
for an “I was for the troops before I
was against them’ argument. House
Democrats also must have seen how
heartless it would have been to deny
funding for America’s heroes as part of
some ridiculous filibuster summer plan
to extract more cash for giant bureauc-
racies such as the IRS.

I have to think Senate Democrats
would see things the same way. Judg-
ing by what we just saw last week in
the Senate Appropriations Committee,
there is no reason to think otherwise.
Democrats and Republicans came to-
gether in the Appropriations Com-
mittee to pass the Defense appropria-
tions bill we are about to consider by a
huge margin of 27 to 3. Not only did
every single Democrat support this bill
in committee, but Democrats had some
pretty supportive things to say about
it too.

One Democratic friend called the ap-
propriations bill ‘“‘a key investment in
our national security’ that funds ‘‘a
number of Hawaii’s defense needs.” An-
other Democrat noted it would fund a
program that is one of her ‘‘top prior-
ities.” Here is what another Democrat
said of the bill: ‘It will directly protect
and grow Connecticut’s defense manu-
facturing industry and the hundreds of
thousands of jobs it supports across our
State.” He went on to say it will ‘“‘im-
plement a well-deserved pay raise for
our troops who put their lives on the
line each and every day.”” He concluded
by saying it is a ‘‘victory for Con-
necticut.”

A victory for Connecticut—now there
is a rousing endorsement of the bill we
will vote on tomorrow. It is no wonder
each of these Democratic colleagues
voted to endorse the appropriations
bill. It is good news for our troops and
their families. It is good news for our
country. These Democratic friends
must not want to see a ‘‘victory for
Connecticut’ squashed or one of their
““top priorities’ sacrificed for the sake
of some ploy to funnel a few more dol-
lars to Washington’s big bureaucracies.

They must think this filibuster sum-
mer idea their party leaders hatched
isn’t good for America’s national secu-
rity or for job security in their own
States. They must know you can’t take
credit for promises made in a defense
authorization bill if you then vote
against the appropriations bill that
would fund them.

I hope Senators in both parties would
join together once more to bring the
Defense authorization bill over the
goal line tomorrow and then begin de-
bate on the inseparable appropriations
bill too.

If Senators want to amend that ap-
propriations bill or strike a rider, then
they should vote with us to get on the
legislation so we can consider these
amendments or those motions to
strike. If Senators want to try to in-
crease or reduce the level of funding in
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